
Iowa Outdoors 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

www.iowadnr.gov 
 

Editor:  Mick Klemesrud, 515/281-8653 
mick.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
************************************************************************ 

 
Sept. 30, 2008 
 

1. Parks Continue to Host Good Numbers of Campers, Anglers 
2. Archery Seasons Begin Oct. 1 
3. HawkWatch Begins Oct. 3 
4. DNR Gears Up Des Moines Freshmen to “Go Green” 
5. A Bounty of Opportunities for Fall Volunteers 
6. Natural Resource Commission to Meet Oct. 9 at Honey Creek Resort State Park 

 
 
PARKS CONTINUE TO HOST GOOD NUMBERS OF CAMPERS, 
ANGLERS  
 

Iowa campers are continuing to extend their camping later into the fall and many 
state parks were as busy during the past few weekends in September as they had been 
during the summer.  But as fall ushers in cooler nighttime temperatures, the DNR will 
begin shutting off water to protect the pipes from freezing.  Most parks will have water 
available until middle October.  

 
“We’ll keep an eye on the forecast and if there is a chance for freezing weather 

the water may be shut off earlier to protect the water lines,” said Kevin Szcodronski, 
chief of the State Parks Bureau.  “We do have a heated shower building at Honey Creek 
State Park – the park, not the resort – that stays open all year.” 

 
Fall is attractive to campers because of the foliage, fewer biting insects and cooler 

temperatures.  Campers planning a northern Iowa fall colors trip should call the 
individual park directly to see if water service is still available.   

 
Many of Iowa’s state parks are located directly on some of the best fishing lakes 

and streams.   
 
Fall is a great time to go fishing because many areas have less fishing pressure 

and fish are actively feeding as they build their egg sacs for the spring spawn.  The DNR 
also continues to stock trout in northeast Iowa streams through the end of October.   

 



“One big plus for fall fishing is that fish will bite all day long so you don’t have to 
be on the water before sun up,” said Marion Conover, chief of the DNR’s fisheries 
bureau.  “Fall is probably the second best time for fishing behind only spring spawn and 
is an excellent time to get back on the water.” 

 
 

### 
 
 
ARCHERY SEASONS BEGIN OCT. 1 
 

Deer and turkey archery seasons open in Iowa on Oct. 1.  The archery seasons 
close on Dec. 5 for the deer gun seasons, then re-opens on Dec. 22.  The turkey 
combination gun-bow season opens Oct. 13 and runs through Dec. 5. 

 
Currently, turkey licenses are available for each zone except for zone 8, which has 

sold out.  Zone 9, covering northwest Iowa has 67 licenses remaining.   
 
County quotas for antlerless deer licenses have sold for Boone, Bremer, 

Buchanan, Butler, Carroll, Crawford, Floyd, Franklin, Greene, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Marshall, Mitchell, Plymouth, Story, Tama, Webster, and Worth.  For the latest on 
counties with remaining antlerless licenses, go to www.iowadnr.gov then click on 
licenses then on Current Availability of Limited Quota Deer and Turkey Licenses 

 
Hunters who successfully harvest a deer or turkey are required to report that 

harvest by midnight of the day after it is killed, or before taking it to a locker, or 
taxidermist, or before processing it for consumption, or before transporting it out of state, 
whichever comes first.  The hunter whose name is on the transportation tag is responsible 
for making the report.  If no animal is harvested, no report is necessary.  

 
To report, hunters may call the toll-free number for the harvest reporting system, 

log on to www.iowadnr.gov or report through any ELSI vendor during regular business 
hours. Once the animal is reported, the hunter will receive a confirmation number that 
must be written on the Harvest Report Tag and the tag is attached to the animal before the 
report is considered complete.   
 
 

### 
 
 
HAWKWATCH BEGINS OCT. 3  
 

MARQUETTE, Iowa – The 24th annual HawkWatch at Effigy Mounds National 
Monument, north of Marquette, kicks off on Oct. 3.  Events include a presentation at 7 
p.m. on Friday by Kay Neumann from Saving Our Avian Resources (SOAR), a bird walk 



with internationally renowned birder, Dennis Carter, at 8 a.m., on Saturday, then 
HawkWatch activities until 4 p.m., and again on Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.    

 
Bluffs of upper Mississippi River provide an incredibly beautiful backdrop to this 

family oriented event.  Raptor presentations are given hourly throughout the day, and 
kids can learn about raptor diets by dissecting raptor pellets.  All the while binoculars and 
spotting scopes are provided to assist raptor enthusiasts in identifying as many as 11 
raptor species including broadwings, redtails, swainsons, sharp-shinned, and Coopers 
hawks.  Northern harriers, ospreys, and eagles can be included with all three falcons: 
kestrels, Merlins and peregrines.   

 
A raptor banding stations is staffed where migrating raptors are lured, banded, and 

released.  The releases occur at the Effigy Mounds Visitor’s Center, so event participants 
can appreciate sharing the same air space with migrating birds.   

 
For further information check with conservation partners at National Park Service 
563-873-3491 or the Iowa DNR at 712-330-0526. 
 
 

### 
 
 
DNR GEARS UP DES MOINES FRESHMEN TO “GO GREEN”  
 

DES MOINES — This summer, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ 
volunteer program, Keepers of the Land, received an assignment from Des Moines public 
schools; get soon-to-be 9th graders into the outdoors and get them excited about it. 

 
Through Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs 

(GEAR UP), a Des Moines Schools undergraduate development program, nearly 400 
incoming freshmen got to “go green” at nine “green day” events held throughout the 
summer at Big Creek and Lake Ahquabi state parks.  

 
The summer “green day” sessions were part of a voluntary initiative within 

GEAR UP, called “Passport to Success,” that encouraged students to participate in 
personal development and team-building sessions throughout the summer. Keepers of the 
Land director, Merry Rankin, coordinated volunteers from all realms of the natural 
resources field to offer the 9th graders the chance to also learn about, interact with, and 
give back to their environment.  

 
“This was such an incredible opportunity for us to get these future leaders outside 

and involved,” said Rankin. “We had a great team of the best of the best that came 
together to make sure these students had a fun and meaningful experience.”  

 
Students from East, North, Roosevelt, Hoover and Lincoln participated in a 

“green day,” building awareness and skills in areas including canoeing and boating 



safety, water quality monitoring, wildlife management, protection, and rehabilitation, 
fishing, and green living.  

 
“The day was fun, especially the canoeing,” said Michael Silrois, a Hoover 9th 

grader. “I wasn’t too big into fishing before because I didn’t really know the best way to 
do it, but after this I’d definitely do it again.” 

 
Not only did students enjoy the great outdoors during “green days,” they all took 

part in giving back through projects including painting picnic tables, installing picnic 
grills, picking up trash and cleaning up flood debris. In addition, all the fish caught during 
“green days” were donated to SOAR, a raptor rehabilitation program in Dedham, as a 
food source for osprey chicks who had been orphaned during the severe summer storms 
in Polk County.  

 
 “We’ve got wonderful feedback from the students who took part in this summer 

initiative,” said Nancy Wright, coordinator for the Des Moines GEAR UP program. 
“We’re hoping that the initiatives we’ve put in place so far will be continued for more 
students.” 
 
For more information, contact Merry Rankin at 515/281-0878 or 
Merry.Rankin@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 

### 
 
A BOUNTY OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR FALL VOLUNTEERS 
 

DES MOINES — This fall, the Keepers of the Land Volunteer Program, in the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources offers volunteers bountiful opportunities to protect and 
conserve Iowa’s great outdoors. 

• Fall Operation ReLeaf and Plant Some Shade Event Opportunities:  Fall tree 
plantings and distribution events will be held in the following cities:  Davenport 
and Iowa City (Oct. 2), Des Moines (Oct. 4) and Carroll and Waterloo (Oct. 9). 
Volunteers are needed to help with various event set-up and logistics needs. For 
more information contact Emma Bruemmer at 515-281-6749 or Matt Brewer at 
515-242-6892. 

• Prairie Rescue Event: Officials with the Cedar Bottoms Wildlife Management 
Area, near Muscatine, are seeking volunteers to assist with various rescue 
activities related to a remnant sand prairie on Oct. 25. Specific activities include 
cutting down and treating invasive trees and shrubs. Volunteers are encouraged to 
bring loppers, clippers, and hand saws, if possible. For more information contact 
Renee Buck at 517-673-3509.  

• Recycling Event:  Volunteers are needed to assist at a collaborative event 
involving the DNR and the Des Moines Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure on Oct. 25 at the State Capitol in Des Moines. Volunteers will assist with 
recycling efforts that will be taking place during the 5K Race for the Cure event. 
All recycling revenues will be donated to the Susan G. Komen Des Moines 



Affiliate for breast cancer education and awareness efforts. For more information 
contact Shelene Codner at 319-404-1942. 

• Global Positioning System (GPS) Mapping Opportunity: Officials at 
Wapsipinicon State Park, near Anamosa, are seeking volunteers to assist with the 
corner mapping of park boundaries. Volunteers would be benefitted by some 
experience with GPS mapping. This opportunity is available immediately and is 
ongoing. For more information contact Dennis Murphy at 319-462-2761. 

• Prairie Management Opportunities: Officials at Green Valley State Park, 
located near Creston, and Big Creek State Park, located near Polk City, are 
seeking volunteers to assist with various prairie management activities in the 
parks’ prairie areas. Specific activities may include invasive species removal, seed 
distribution, seed harvesting, and prairie burning. Training and tools will be 
provided. This opportunity is available immediately and is ongoing. For more 
information contact Greg Haley at 641-782-5131 at Green Valley State Park and 
Kim Olofson at 515-984-6473 at Big Creek State Park.  

 
For information on these and more volunteer opportunities visit www.keepersoftheland.org .   
 
For more information, contact Merry Rankin at (515) 281-0878 or 
Merry.Rankin@dnr.state.ia.us.            
 
 

### 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION TO MEET OCT. 9 AT 
HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK 
 

MORAVIA - The Natural Resource Commission of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources will meet at 8:30 a.m., Oct. 9, at Honey Creek Resort State Park, near 
Moravia.  

 
Commission and DNR staff will meet at the Honey Creek Resort lodge at 1 p.m., 

Oct. 8, for a tour of the area.  The tour and the meeting are open to the public.  
 
Members of the commission are Kim Francisco, Elizabeth Garst, Carol Kramer, 

Gregory Drees, Janelle Rettig, William Bird and Tammi Kircher.  The Director of the 
DNR is Richard Leopold.  

 
The following is the agenda for the October meeting. 
 

• Approve Agenda 
• Approve Minutes of Sept. 11 Meeting 
• Director’s Remarks 
• Honey Creek Resort State Park Monthly Update 
• Construction Projects 

• Pease Creek, Ledges State Park, Boone County -- Culvert Guardrail 



• Nine Eagles State Park, Decatur County -- Cabin Area Utilities, Equestrian Area 
Water 

• Lost Grove Lake, Scott County -- Consultant Contract for the Redesign of the 
Dam and Spillways 

• Land Acquisition  
• Tuttle Lake Wetland Complex, Emmet County -- Mark Mitchell and Janet Stoner 
• Table Marsh Wildlife Management Area, Woodbury County -- Lyle and Frances 

Mitchell 
• Land Management Agreement - East Des Moines River Wildlife Management Area, 

Kossuth County, Kossuth County Conservation Board 
• Land Management Agreement - Colo Bog Wildlife Management Area, Story County 

– Iowa DNR 
• Land Management Agreement - Bruggeman Wildlife Management Area, Black Hawk 

County -- Black Hawk County Conservation Board 
• Request for Title Transfer -- Swan Lake State Park, Carroll County 
• Partnership Award - Bruce E. Van Laere, NRCS 
• Appeal of Decisions of the Administrative Law Judge: Suspension of the fishing 

licenses of Joseph L. Gilpin, James L. Gilpin, and John A. Gilpin 
• Hardwood Timber Sale Shimek State Forest 
• Notice of Intended Action, Chapter 40—Speed & Distance Zoning Burlington 
• HUSH Annual Contract with the Food Bank of Iowa 
• REAP City Parks and Open Space Grants 
• REAP County Conservation Board Grants 
• REAP Private Public Cost-Share Grants 
• Donations 
• General Discussion 
• Items for Next Meeting 
• Next Meetings: Nov. 13, Marshall County  
 
For more information, contact Kim Rasler, at 515-281-7122 
 
 

### 
 


